
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
March 20, 2024  Lenten Evensong 

 
                                                                                � Please stand in body or spirit 
 
 
 
Prelude    Amazing Grace (Canonic Pastorale)   J. William Greene 
 
 
 
Greeting 
 
 The Lord be with you 
 And also with you. 
 
 
 
Welcome and Announcements                             
 
 We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship and service. 
 Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
� Opening Sentences  

  
 The sacrifice of God is a broken sprit;  
 a broken and a contrite heart,  
 O God, you will not despise. Psalm 51:18 
 
 O God, make speed to save us. 
 O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 
 



 
 
 
� Phos hilaron   A Queer Phos Hilaron       Allison Dilyard 
 
 Joyous, jovial, jubilant light – gayest light! 
 Glistening with the glory of God, 
  burning with boundless love, 
  forever reflected in you and me and everything in between. 
 Blessing humankind by becoming human so that humankind can  
 be blessed, to bless itself beyond space and time. 
 
 Inimitable yet infinitely intimate, 
  a vision of our Creator, in every visage. 
  Our Creator who ceaselessly re-creates,  

perpetually perfects the Universe to be 
holy, hallowed, heavenly-blessed. 

 Blessing humankind by becoming human so that humankind can  
 be blessed, to bless itself beyond space and time. 
 
 And now that we arrive at sunset’s circadian observation, 
  behold that uneclipsable light- 
  we hymn to, we sing to, we praise 
  the consummate Being of being, 
  simultaneously singular and inestimable, 
  with the Spirit’s sacred breath. 
 Blessing humankind by becoming human so that humankind can  
 be blessed, to bless itself beyond space and time. 
 
 For that breath – our breath –  
  That Spirit – our Spirit –  
  is always, eternally worthy 
  to be the inspiration and aspiration 
  of songs and poems and prophecy and everything in between. 
 Blessing humankind by becoming human so that humankind can  
 be blessed, to bless itself beyond space and time. 
 
 Lauding loudly all Your beloved blessings, 
  glistening in the gilded glow of evening’s golden hour, 
  we know that we are alive 
  because we know that You are alive, 
 Blessing humankind by becoming human so that humankind can  
 be blessed, to bless itself beyond space and time. 
        Amen. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Psalter Lesson   Psalm 119:9-16 
 Antiphon  Order My Steps                     IN YOUR WORD 

 
 
 How can young people keep their way pure? 
    By guarding it according to your word.  

With my whole heart I seek you; 
    do not let me stray from your commandments.  
 

I treasure your word in my heart, 
    so that I may not sin against you.  

Blessed are you, O Lord; 
    teach me your statutes.  
  Antiphon 
 
 

With my lips I declare 
    all the ordinances of your mouth.  

I delight in the way of your decrees 
    as much as in all riches.  
 

I will meditate on your precepts, 
    and fix my eyes on your ways.  

I will delight in your statutes; 
    I will not forget your word.    

Antiphon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Old Testament Lesson  Haggai 2:1-9, 20-23 
 

In the second year of King Darius,in the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the 
month, the word of the Lord came by the prophet Haggai, saying: Speak now to 
Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high 
priest, and to the remnant of the people, and say, Who is left among you that saw this 
house in its former glory? How does it look to you now? Is it not in your sight as 
nothing? Yet now take courage, O Zerubbabel, says the Lord; take courage, O Joshua, 
son of Jehozadak, the high priest; take courage, all you people of the land, says the Lord; 
work, for I am with you, says the Lord of hosts, according to the promise that I made you 
when you came out of Egypt. My spirit abides among you; do not fear. For thus says the 
Lord of hosts: Once again, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth and the 
sea and the dry land; and I will shake all the nations, so that the treasure of all nations 
shall come, and I will fill this house with splendour, says the Lord of hosts. The silver is 
mine, and the gold is mine, says the Lord of hosts. The latter splendour of this house shall 
be greater than the former, says the Lord of hosts; and in this place I will give prosperity, 
says the Lord of hosts. The word of the Lord came a second time to Haggai on the 
twenty-fourth day of the month: Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, I am 
about to shake the heavens and the earth, and to overthrow the throne of kingdoms; I am 
about to destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the nations, and overthrow the chariots 
and their riders; and the horses and their riders shall fall, every one by the sword of a 
comrade. On that day, says the Lord of hosts, I will take you, O Zerubbabel my servant, 
son of Shealtiel, says the Lord, and make you like a signet ring; for I have chosen you, 
says the Lord of hosts. 

  
 This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Magnificat   Canticle of Mary                                                     NEW BRITIAN 
                           

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
� Gospel Lesson  John 12:34-50 
 

The crowd answered him, ‘We have heard from the law that the Messiah remains for 
ever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?’ 
Jesus said to them, ‘The light is with you for a little longer. Walk while you have the 
light, so that the darkness may not overtake you. If you walk in the darkness, you do not 
know where you are going. While you have the light, believe in the light, so that you may 
become children of light.’ After Jesus had said this, he departed and hid from them. 
Although he had performed so many signs in their presence, they did not believe in him. 
This was to fulfil the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah: ‘Lord, who has believed our 
message, and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?’ And so they could not 
believe, because Isaiah also said,  ‘He has blinded their eyes and hardened their heart, 
so that they might not look with their eyes, and understand with their heart and turn— 
and I would heal them.’ Isaiah said this because he saw his glory and spoke about him. 
Nevertheless many, even of the authorities, believed in him. But because of the Pharisees 
they did not confess it, for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue; for they 
loved human glory more than the glory that comes from God. Then Jesus cried aloud: 
‘Whoever believes in me believes not in me but in him who sent me. And whoever sees 
me sees him who sent me. I have come as light into the world, so that everyone who 
believes in me should not remain in the darkness. I do not judge anyone who hears my 
words and does not keep them, for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world. 
The one who rejects me and does not receive my word has a judge; on the last day the 
word that I have spoken will serve as judge, for I have not spoken on my own, but the 
Father who sent me has himself given me a commandment about what to say and what to 
speak. And I know that his commandment is eternal life. What I speak, therefore, I speak 
just as the Father has told me.’  

  
 The word of God for the people of God. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



� Nunc Dimittis  Benediction Hymn                                  LONDONDERRY AIR 
 

 
 
 
 
� Affirmation of Faith  Statement of Faith of the United Church of Christ 
 

We believe in you, O God, Eternal Spirit, God of our Savior Jesus Christ and our 
God, and to your deeds we testify: You call the worlds into being, create persons in 
your own image, and set before each one the ways of life and death. You seek in holy 
love to save all people from aimlessness and sin. You judge people and nations by 
your righteous will declared through prophets and apostles. In Jesus Christ, the 
man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Savior, you have come to us and shared 
our common lot, conquering sin and death and reconciling the world to yourself. 
You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the church of Jesus 
Christ, binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues, and races. You call 
us into your church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, to be your servants in 
the service of others, to proclaim the gospel to all the world and resist the powers of 
evil, to share in Christ's baptism and eat at his table, to join him in his passion and 
victory. You promise to all who trust your forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace, 
courage in the struggle for justice and peace, your presence in trial and rejoicing, 
and eternal life in your realm which has no end. 
Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto you. Amen. 

 
 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
  
 Let us pray. 
 



Lord’s Prayer            HAAS 

 
 
 
Suffrages 
 
 For the peace from on high and for our salvation,  
 let us pray, 
 O God, hear our prayer. 
 
 For the welfare of all churches,  
 and for those who lead us in the faith, 
 O God, hear our prayer. 
 
 For our nation and our community,  
 and for those who preside in public office, 
 O God, hear our prayer. 
 
 For all who hunger, are sick, and in pain, 
 O God, hear our prayer. 
 
 For a peaceful evening and safety this night, 
 O God, hear our prayer. 
 
 
Collect for Wednesdays 
 
 O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who labor, 
 and the repose of the dead: We thank you for the blessings of the day that is past, and 
 humbly ask for your protection through the coming night. Bring us in safety to the 
 morning hours; through him who died and rose again for us, your Son our Savior Jesus 
 Christ. Amen. 



Prayer for Mission 
 
 Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your 
 angels  charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, 
 bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your 
 love’s sake. Amen. 
 
 
 
� Closing Hymn  Seek Out the Dark Night                         CRUSADER’S HYMN 
 

 
 
 
 
� Benediction 
 
 
 
Postlude   Meditation on “Amazing Grace”            Rulon Christiansen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WISE FOR MENTAL HEALTH COVENANT 

We, Enfield UCC, commit ourselves to providing and promoting education, activities, and 
resources for individuals and families, as well as advocating for legislative action and 
collaborating with other mental health organizations. To that end, we joyously extend our 
church’s compassionate welcome and love to members and non-members alike who experience 
mental illnesses or are touched by them. 

 

WELCOME STATEMENT 

We covenant with God and each other to live as Jesus has taught. Following God’s example, we 
strive to be a Christian Community welcoming you no matter who you are. No matter your 
physical or mental ability, race, ethnicity, political affiliation, sexual orientation, gender 
identity/expression, marital status, or economic status, you are truly welcome. We acknowledge 
past hurts individuals may have experienced and look to offer a safe, non- judgmental space for 
all who want to know God in Christ. This covenant includes the right to participate equally and 
fully in all aspects of the life and ministry of this congregation. In a spirit of understanding, we 
strive for collaboration as we seek to become the fully inclusive community of faith that God 
calls us to be. 

 

ENFIELD UCC GUN POLICY 

Gun violence continues to exist in the United States as a public health issue, one that requires 
reform in policy and culture. Enfield UCC is a gun-free zone, and no one may bring a firearm on 
the premises unless explicitly authorized by the pastor and/or moderator. 
The United Church of Christ is a proponent of gun safety and gun control and supports policies 
including:  

• strengthen the licensing and registration of handgun transfers 
• restrict firearm possession by persons convicted of violent crimes and by juveniles 
• limit handgun purchases to one per month 
• strengthen regulation of gun dealers 
• increase civil and criminal liability for misuse of firearms 
• prohibit semiautomatic assault weapons, Saturday night specials, explosive ammunition 

and large capacity magazines 
• require gun safety devices 
• require training in the safe use of firearms as a condition of licensing 

We encourage everyone to be in touch with legislators, urging them to pass legislation that 
restricts the sale of firearms. 


